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Though considered one of the most important informants about Judaism in the first century CE, the Jewish
historian Flavius Josephus's testimony is often overlooked or downplayed. Jonathan Klawans's Josephus and
the Theologies of Ancient Judaism reexamines Josephus's descriptions of sectarian disagreements concerning
determinism and free will, the afterlife, and scriptural authority. In each case, Josephus's testimony is
analyzed in light of his works' general concerns as well as relevant biblical, rabbinic, and Dead Sea texts.

Many scholars today argue that ancient Jewish sectarian disputes revolved primarily or even exclusively
around matters of ritual law, such as calendar, cultic practices, or priestly succession. Josephus, however,
indicates that the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes disagreed about matters of theology, such as afterlife
and determinism. Similarly, many scholars today argue that ancient Judaism was thrust into a theological
crisis in the wake of the destruction of the second temple in 70 CE, yet Josephus's works indicate that Jews
were readily able to make sense of the catastrophe in light of biblical precedents and contemporary beliefs.

Without denying the importance of Jewish law-and recognizing Josephus's embellishments and
exaggerations-Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient Judaism calls for a renewed focus on Josephus's
testimony, and models an approach to ancient Judaism that gives theological questions a deserved place
alongside matters of legal concern. Ancient Jewish theology was indeed significant, diverse, and sufficiently
robust to respond to the crisis of its day.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Armstrong:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Josephus and the Theologies of
Ancient Judaism. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Shannon Thompson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for all of us. The book Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient Judaism has
been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient Judaism is not only giving you more
new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient
Judaism. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Michelle Morrow:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient
Judaism book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Brandon Gentry:

You may get this Josephus and the Theologies of Ancient Judaism by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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