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I must have been a very simple little fellow when I first went to the school. A boy of the name of Garnett
took me into a cake shop one day, and bought some cakes for which he did not pay, as the shopman trusted
him. When we came out I asked him why he did not pay for them, and he instantly answered, "Why, do you
not know that my uncle left a great sum of money to the town on condition that every tradesman should give
whatever was wanted without payment to anyone who wore his old hat and moved [it] in a particular
manner?" and he then showed me how it was moved. He then went into another shop where he was trusted,
and asked for some small article, moving his hat in the proper manner, and of course obtained it without
payment. When we came out he said, "Now if you like to go by yourself into that cake-shop (how well I
remember its exact position) I will lend you my hat, and you can get whatever you like if you move the hat
on your head properly." I gladly accepted the generous offer, and went in and asked for some cakes, moved
the old hat and was walking out of the shop, when the shopman made a rush at me, so I dropped the cakes
and ran for dear life, and was astonished by being greeted with shouts of laughter by my false friend Garnett.
I can say in my own favour that I was as a boy humane, but I owed this entirely to the instruction and
example of my sisters. I doubt indeed whether humanity is a natural or innate quality. I was very fond of
collecting eggs, but I never took more than a single egg out of a bird's nest, except on one single occasion,
when I took all, not for their value, but from a sort of bravado. I had a strong taste for angling, and would sit
for any number of hours on the bank of a river or pond watching the float; when at Maer (The house of his
uncle, Josiah Wedgwood.) I was told that I could kill the worms with salt and water, and from that day I
never spitted a living worm, though at the expense probably of some loss of success. Once as a very little
boy whilst at the day school, or before that time, I acted cruelly, for I beat a puppy, I believe, simply from
enjoying the sense of power; but the beating could not have been severe, for the puppy did not howl, of
which I feel sure, as the spot was near the house. This act lay heavily on my conscience, as is shown by my
remembering the exact spot where the crime was committed. It probably lay all the heavier from my love of
dogs being then, and for a long time afterwards, a passion. Dogs seemed to know this, for I was an adept in
robbing their love from their masters. I remember clearly only one other incident during this year whilst at
Mr. Case's daily school,—namely, the burial of a dragoon soldier; and it is surprising how clearly I can still
see the horse with the man's empty boots and carbine suspended to the saddle, and the firing over the grave.
This scene deeply stirred whatever poetic fancy there was in me.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Whitaker:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Autobiography of Charles Darwin.

Martin McDaniel:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the book untitled The Autobiography of Charles Darwin can be great
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Coralee Lowe:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually The Autobiography of Charles Darwin.

Kevin Diaz:

This The Autobiography of Charles Darwin is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Autobiography of Charles Darwin
can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a
person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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