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Prince of Darkness or Angel of Light? The pastoral masterpiece the Soledades garnered both titles for its
author, Luis de Góngora, one of Spain's premier poets. In The Soledades, Góngora's Masque of the
Imagination, Marsha S. Collins focuses on the brilliant seventeenth-century Spanish poet's contentious work
of art. The Soledades have sparked controversy since they were first circulated at court in 1612-1614 and
continue to do so even now, as Góngora has become for some critics the poster child of postmodernism.
These perplexing 2,000-plus line pastoral poems garnered endless debates over the value and meaning of the
author's enigmatic, challenging poetry and gave rise to his reputation, causing his very name to become an
English term for obscurity.

Collins views these controversial poems in a different light, as a literary work that is a product of European
court culture. She shows that the Soledades are in essence a court masque, an elaborate theatrical genre that
combines a variety of cultural forms and that unfolds in the mind of the reader. Collins maintains that far
from serving as an example of "art for art's sake," the Soledades represent Góngora's bid to transform poetic
language into a new kind of visionary discourse that allows readers to access secret truths invisible to the
average member of the reading public.

Each of Collins's four chapters analyzes a different facet of the Soledades, offering readers varied means of
approaching Góngora's great work and helping the audience read the poems with greater understanding and
appreciation.

The Soledades, Góngora's Masque of the Imagination demystifies the daunting, hermetic language of the
Soledades to make this masterpiece of imperial Spain accessible to a new, and wider, circle of modern
readers. Collins's book transports readers to the court of Habsburg Spain, offering a window to court
culture—art, music, alchemy, emblems, garden architecture—and revealing the remarkable beauty of one of
Spain's greatest literary masterpieces. Interdisciplinary and cross-cultural in approach, this book will appeal
to all Hispanists, including those interested in the current "New Baroque" vogue in Hispanic scholarship, as
well as specialists in Renaissance and Baroque English and European literature.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Gay:

The book The Soledades, Góngora's Masque of the Imagination make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book The
Soledades, Góngora's Masque of the Imagination to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you
like start and read a guide The Soledades, Góngora's Masque of the Imagination. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

James Oliver:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific The Soledades,
Góngora's Masque of the Imagination to read.

Larry Munoz:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Soledades, Góngora's Masque
of the Imagination that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how
they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you could pick The Soledades, Góngora's Masque of the Imagination become your own personal
starter.

Andrew Thompson:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list is usually The Soledades, Góngora's Masque of the Imagination. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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