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In defining papal infallibility in 1870 the First Vatican Council asserted a strongly monarchical view: a papal
definition of the faith is irreformable (infallible) by itself, and not from the consensus of the Church. These
words explicitly reject Article 4 of the Gallican Declaration of 1682, which states that the pope cannot define
the faith single-handedly, apart from the consensus of the Church (i. e., the bishops of the world). This book
offers the first thorough analysis of the ecclesiological ideas of the Gallican theologians as expressed in their
own writings. Previous studies of the debates at Vatican I fail to examine carefully the Gallican doctrine
rejected by the council. Even leading historians, at that time and since, simply refer to the "Gallican view"
without citing sources or clearly defining or understanding the Gallican thinkers. In contrast, this study
facilitates a balanced and much-needed comparison of the differing Gallican and papalist ecclesiologies
during the period 1682-1870.

After a concise introduction that defines the two schools of theology, Richard Costigan examines the thought
of nine major theologians on the subject: Bossuet, Tournely, Orsi, Ballerini, Bailly, Bergier, La Luzerne,
Muzzarelli, and Perrone. In his analysis of the research, Costigan finds that the "consensus of the Church" in
the Gallican view is not a simple claim and does not generally demand ratification of a papal definition by
the bishops after the pope issues it. Rather authority is to be exercised in conjunction with the rest of the
episcopate in a collegial and consensual manner. This concept of consensus draws on the history of the early
and medieval church and is seen as coherent with the doctrine later expressed in Vatican II's Lumen
Gentium.

Without addressing present-day Catholic controversy, this study offers the necessary historical background
for any ongoing discussion of the nature and exercise of papal authority.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Richard F. Costigan, S.J., is associate professor of theology at Loyola University and the author of
Rohrbacher and the Ecclesiology of Ultramontanism.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"This excellent study of five Gallican and four Ultramontane theologians of the 17th, 18th, and 19th
centuries throws new light on Vatican I and the definition of papal infallibility. The Gallican doctrine, shared
by the minority at Vatican I, came close to what Vatican II described as the collegiality of bishops. As he
corrects frequent mistakes about the Gallicans' view of the Church's structure, Richard Costigan brings
important material to the current debate on the reception of doctrine among the People of God."?George H.
Tavard, Assumption Center, Brighton, MA



"A tour de force. . . . Costigan's scholarship is excellent. He is clear, concise, and thorough in bringing out
important points in each thinker."?Margaret O'Gara, University of St. Michael's College

"Richard Costigan's scholarship fills a historical-theological gap for students of ecclesiology who work
primarily in English. His careful study of Gallican theologians and their papalist counterparts is a must for all
in any language who want a contextual understanding of what Vatican I taught about papal
infallibility."?William L. Portier, University of Dayton

"[T]his is an excellent and scholarly historical study of the important preVatican I ecclesiologists [and] is
also important for contemporary discussions on the issue of authority in the Church...In his study of
Gallicanism, the author presents in a thorough and scholarly way what the Gallican theologians actually said
about church authority and ecciesial consensus...This is an important contribution to ecclesiology and is
strongly recommended for anyone interested in the contemporary Church." ? Lucien J. Richard, OMI,
Catholic Library World
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From reader reviews:

Linda Mays:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Consensus of the Church and
Papal Infallibility: A Study in the Background of Vatican I is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Richard Forbes:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to
some others. When you read this The Consensus of the Church and Papal Infallibility: A Study in the
Background of Vatican I, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

John Moore:

The reserve with title The Consensus of the Church and Papal Infallibility: A Study in the Background of
Vatican I has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of
the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.

John Starr:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Consensus of the Church and
Papal Infallibility: A Study in the Background of Vatican I publication written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still hesitation The Consensus of the Church and Papal Infallibility: A Study in the
Background of Vatican I as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one
guide that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick



that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.
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