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For nearly half a century the pickled brain of Albert Einstein has roamed the world-in Tupperware
containers, courier packages, and, most famously, car trunks. In Possessing Genius, award-winning
journalist Carolyn Abraham presents the whole story-the mysteries, myths, and almost unbelievable facts-of
the brain's postmortem odyssey.

The story begins with in April 1955, when Thomas Stolz Harvey, chief pathologist at Princeton Hospital,
found himself in charge of dissecting the cadaver of the greatest scientist of his age, perhaps of any age. He
seized the opportunity to do something "noble." Using an electric saw Harvey dliced through the skull and
gingerly removed the organ that would both define and haunt the rest of hislife. Harvey struck a
controversial deal with Einstein's family to keep the brain, swearing to safeguard it from souvenir hunters
and publicity seekers, and to make it available only for serious scientific inquiry. Not a neuroscientist
himself, he became the unlikely custodian of this object of intense curiosity and speculation, and the self-
styled bulwark against the relentless power of Einstein's growing celebrity.

Bridging the post-war era and the new millennium, Possessing Geniusis the first comprehensive account of
the circuitous path the brain took with Harvey during the decades it remained in his possession. Harvey
permitted Einstein's gray matter to be sliced, diced, probed, prodded, and weighed by those hoping to solve
the enigma, and locate the source, of geniusitself. Einstein's brain was more than a subject of scientific
investigation but akind of holy relic; the history of its perambulations since 1955 reflects the vicissitudes
and vanities underpinning what we believe makes us human. Abraham has gathered together all fascinating
details and documents of the brain's saga-including previously unpublished correspondence between Harvey
and Otto Nathan, the executor of Einstein's estate-and from them woven a story that is both deeply
engrossing and highly illuminating.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Green:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading abook will give you alot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Possessing Genius: The Bizarre Odyssey of Einstein's Brain, it is possible to tells your family, friendsin
addition to soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Vanessa Palacios:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may
be the reserve untitled Possessing Genius: The Bizarre Odyssey of Einstein's Brain can be good book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Gerald Magee:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Possessing
Genius. The Bizarre Odyssey of Einstein's Brain which is having the e-book version. So, why not try out
this book? Let's observe.

Linda Bryant:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
haveit in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Possessing Genius: The Bizarre Odyssey of
Einstein's Brain can give you alot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have point that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Possessing Genius. The
Bizarre Odyssey of Einstein's Brain.
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