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Q: Why, despite all the shortages, wasthetoilet paper in East Ger many always two-ply? A: Because
they had to send a copy of everything they did to M oscow.

Communist jokes are the strangest, funniest, most enchanting and meaningful legacy of the eighty years of
communism in Russia and Eastern Europe. The valiant and sardonic citizens of the former Communist
countries—surrounded by secret police, threatened with arrest, imprisonment and forced labor, afailed
economic system, and bombarded with ludicrous propaganda—turned joke-telling into an art form, using
them as a coded way of speaking the truth and coping with the absurdity of the system. In this poignant and
historically revealing book, rare and previously unpublished archive material, including cartoons, caricatures,
photographs, and oral transcripts take the reader on a unique journey through the real experience of the
Communist era.

25 b&w illustrations
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From reader reviews:
Lisa Streeter:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Hammer and Tickle: The Story of Communism, A Political
System Almost Laughed Out of Existence. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long
as we know about how is important the book Hammer and Tickle: The Story of Communism, A Political
System Almost Laughed Out of Existence. Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world
with abook. Absolutely right, smply because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou may
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's [earn.

Mary Perry:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all peoplein the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Hammer and Tickle: The
Story of Communism, A Political System Almost Laughed Out of Existence. All type of book isit possible
to see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Garnet Veach:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you
alot of new information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of
many ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you looking at a book especialy hype book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Hammer and Tickle: The Story of Communism, A Political System Almost Laughed Out of Existence, you
may tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones,

make them reading a e-book.

Bryan Lewis:

People livein this new day of lifestyle aways attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes. Peopleis
human not only arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you haveread is
Hammer and Tickle: The Story of Communism, A Political System Almost Laughed Out of Existence.
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