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Maya hieroglyphic writing may seem impossibly opaque to beginning students, but scholar Scott A. J.
Johnson presents it as a regular and comprehensible system in this engaging, easy-to-follow textbook. The
only comprehensive introduction designed specifically for those new to the study, Translating Maya
Hieroglyphs uses a hands-on approach to teach learners the current state of Maya epigraphy.

Johnson shows readers step by step how to translate ancient Maya glyphs. He begins by describing how to
break down a Mayan text into individual glyphs in the correct reading order, and then explains the different
types of glyphs and how they function in the script. Finally, he shows how to systematically convert a Mayan
inscription into modern English.

Not simply a reference volume, Translating Maya Hieroglyphs is pedagogically arranged so that it functions
as an introductory foreign-language textbook. Chapters cover key topics, including spelling, dates and
numbers, basic grammar, and verbs. Formal linguistic information is accessibly explained, while worksheets
and exercises complement and reinforce the material covered in the text. Glyph blocks and phrases drawn
from actual monuments illustrate the variety and scribal virtuosity of Maya writing.

The Maya writing system has not been fully deciphered. Throughout the text, Johnson outlines and explains
the outstanding disputes among Mayanists. At the end of each chapter, he offers sources for further reading.
Helpful appendices provide quick reference to vocabulary, glyph meanings, and calendrical data for students
undertaking a translation.

The study of Maya glyphs has long been an arcane subject known only to a few specialists. This book will
change that. Taking advantage of the great strides scholars have made in deciphering hieroglyphs in the past
four decades, Translating Maya Hieroglyphs brings this knowledge to a broader audience, including
archaeologists and budding epigraphers.
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From reader reviews:

Stefanie Roach:

The publication with title Translating Maya Hieroglyphs (Recovering Languages and Literacies in the
Americas) has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition
of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Charles Green:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely
Translating Maya Hieroglyphs (Recovering Languages and Literacies in the Americas).

Anita Cannon:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Translating Maya Hieroglyphs
(Recovering Languages and Literacies in the Americas), it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Chung England:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source which filled
update of news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just looking for the Translating Maya Hieroglyphs (Recovering Languages and
Literacies in the Americas) when you required it?
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