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a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents "Who would be free themselves must strike
the blow....I urge you to fly to arms and smite to death the power that would bury the Government and your
liberty in the same hopeless grave. This is your golden opportunity." – Frederick Douglass After the Battle of
Fort Sumter made clear that there would be war between the North and South, support for both the Union
and Confederacy rose. Two days after the surrender of the fort, President Abraham Lincoln issued a call-to-
arms asking for 75,000 volunteers, a request that would rely on Northern states to organize and train their
men. While most Americans had hoped to avert war, many abolitionists had come to view war as inevitable,
and the news from Fort Sumter suggested a chance to rectify the country’s original sin through the defeat of
the South. Though abolitionists were a minority that was mostly confined to New England and often branded
as radicals, they had long sought to end slavery and secure basic civil rights for blacks. One of the most
famous abolitionists, the escaped slave Frederick Douglass, realized immediately what kind of opportunity
the Civil War presented to all blacks, whether they were slaves or free: "Once let the black man get upon his
person the brass letter, U.S., let him get an eagle on his button, and a musket on his shoulder and bullets in
his pocket, there is no power on earth that can deny that he has earned the right to citizenship." In 1861,
Lincoln was particularly concerned about alienating the border slave states that had not joined the
Confederacy, particularly Kentucky and Missouri. The fighting at Fort Sumter had already driven Virginia
into the Confederacy, and Lincoln rightly worried that the conscription of black soldiers might alienate
whites in the North and the border states. As he famously put it, “I hope to have God on my side, but I must
have Kentucky.” When Generals John C. Frémont and David Hunter issued proclamations emancipating
slaves in their military regions and permitting them to sign up for active duty, the Lincoln Administration
swiftly and sternly revoked their orders. Ultimately, and perhaps not surprisingly, the War Department would
only change its tune once it felt that doing so was a military necessity. Most notably, even before Lincoln
issued the Emancipation Proclamation, the Union had organized its first black regiment; in July of 1862,
General David Hunter, the same one whose emancipation order had caused a political crisis in 1861,
impressed slaves in the South Carolina Sea Islands and enlisted them in the Union Army to deprive the
Confederates of the ability to rely on them. While it was obviously a sensitive issue to emancipate slaves in
border states, Lincoln clearly understood the military value gained by adding Southern slaves to the Union
war effort, and it was a logical stepping stone from Hunter’s actions to simply recruiting blacks to aid the
North. In time, the addition of black soldiers would help turn the tide of the war, adding hundreds of
thousands of soldiers to the ranks, and the U.S. Colored Troops would fight in some of the most famous
battles of the war, including at Fort Wagner, Fort Pillow, and at the Battle of the Crater during the siege of
Petersburg. While there continues to be controversy over the way Southern slaves were utilized by the
Confederacy, it’s unquestionable that freedmen and escaped slaves were crucial to lifting the North to
victory from 1863-1865. The United States Colored Troops: The History and Legacy of the Black Soldiers
Who Fought in the American Civil War traces the development of black regiments during the war and the
impact they had on the second half of it.
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From reader reviews:

Sonya Ewing:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book The United States Colored Troops: The History and Legacy of
the Black Soldiers Who Fought in the American Civil War had been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book The
United States Colored Troops: The History and Legacy of the Black Soldiers Who Fought in the American
Civil War is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book The
United States Colored Troops: The History and Legacy of the Black Soldiers Who Fought in the American
Civil War. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Randy Gable:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge
disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The United States
Colored Troops: The History and Legacy of the Black Soldiers Who Fought in the American Civil War as
your daily resource information.

Charles Collier:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this The United
States Colored Troops: The History and Legacy of the Black Soldiers Who Fought in the American Civil
War.

Miguel Penix:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there



but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The United States Colored Troops: The History and Legacy of the
Black Soldiers Who Fought in the American Civil War can make you really feel more interested to read.
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