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Are living organisms?as Descartes argued?just machines? Or is the nature of life such that it can never be
fully explained by mechanistic models? In this thought-provoking and controversial book, eminent
geophysicist Walter M. Elsasser argues that the behavior of living organisms cannot be reduced to physico-
chemical causality. Suggesting that molecular biology today is at the same point as Newtonian physics on the
eve of the quantum revolution, Elsasser lays the foundation for a theoretical biology that points the way
toward a natural philosophy of organic life.

Explicitly repudiating "vitalism" (the notion that the laws of nature need to be modified when applied to
living organisms), Elsasser argues instead that the structural complexity of even a single living cell is
"transcomputational"?that is, beyond the power of any imaginable system to compute. Beginning from this
insight, Elsasser leads the reader through a step-by-step process that ultimately arrives at the conclusion that
living and non-living matter are separated by "a no-man's land of irrationality."

Trained in Germany as a physicist, Elsasser first pondered the implications of quantum mechanics for
biology as early as 1951. The more closely he studied the inherent complexity of life, the more skeptical he
became of the reductionist view of organisms as tiny machines. "An organism," he concluded, "is a source of
causal chains which cannot be traced beyond a terminal point because they are lost in the unfathomable
complexity of the organism." Like the physicist who works within the bounds of an unfathomable universe,
Elsasser argues, the biologist must seek answers within a system that is no less unfathomable.
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From reader reviews:

Clemencia Torres:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Reflections on a Theory of
Organisms that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react in
the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all
of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it
is possible to pick Reflections on a Theory of Organisms become your starter.

Madeleine Bandy:

You will get this Reflections on a Theory of Organisms by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Timothy Grill:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Reflections on a Theory of Organisms can make you truly
feel more interested to read.

Gordon Frederick:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Reflections on a Theory of Organisms to make
your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and studying
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the e-book
Reflections on a Theory of Organisms can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of their time.
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