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A historical figure's attempts to secure freedom for America and her slaves Winning a reputation for reckless
bravery in a succession of major battles and sieges, John Laurens distinguished himself as one of the most
zealous, self-sacrificing participants in the American Revolution. A native of South Carolina and son of
Henry Laurens, president of the Continental Congress, John devoted his life to securing American
independence.In this comprehensive biography, Gregory D. Massey recounts the young Laurens's wartime
record --a riveting tale in its own right --and finds that even more remarkable than his military escapades
were his revolutionary ideas concerning the rights of African Americans.Massey relates Laurens's
desperation to fight for his country once revolution had begun. A law student in England, he joined
the war effort in 1777, leaving behind his English wife and an unborn child he would never see.
Massey tells of the young officer's devoted service as General George Washington's aide-de-camp,
interaction with prominent military and political figures, and conspicuous military efforts at
Brandywine, Germantown, Monmouth, Newport, Charleston, Savannah, and Yorktown. Massey also
recounts Laurens's survival of four battle wounds and six months as a prisoner of war, his
controversial diplomatic mission to France, and his close friendship with Alexander Hamilton.
Laurens's death in a minor battle in August 1782 was a tragic loss for the new state and nation. Unlike
other prominent southerners, Laurens believed blacks shared a similar nature with whites, and he
formulated a plan to free slaves in return for their service in the Continental Army. Massey explores
the personal, social, and cultural factors that prompted Laurens to diverge so radically from his peers
and to raise vital questions about the role African Americans would play in the new republic.
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From reader reviews:

Leona Ferretti:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book John Laurens and the American
Revolution. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Edith Ward:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day
to reading a e-book. The book John Laurens and the American Revolution it is rather good to read. There are
a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Selma McDaniel:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled John Laurens and the American Revolution your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get ahead of. The John Laurens and the American Revolution giving you a different
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out
spare time activity?

Cara Shaver:

John Laurens and the American Revolution can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing John Laurens and the American
Revolution nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial contemplating.
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