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In 1988, forest fires raged in Yellowstone National Park, destroying more than a million acres. As the nation
watched the land around Old Faithful burn, a longstanding conflict over fire management reached a fever
pitch. Should the U.S. Park and Forest Services suppress fires immediately or allow some to run their natural
course? When should firefighters be sent to battle the flames and at what cost?

In Scorched Earth, Barker, an environmental reporter who was on the ground and in the smoke during the
1988 fires, shows us that many of today's arguments over fire and the nature of public land began to take
shape soon after the Civil War. As Barker explains, how the government responded to early fires in
Yellowstone and to private investors in the region led ultimately to the protection of 600 million acres of
public lands in the United States. Barker uses his considerable narrative talents to bring to life a fascinating,
but often neglected, piece of American history. Scorched Earth lays a new foundation for examining current
fire and environmental policies in America and the world.

Our story begins when the West was yet to be won, with a colorful cast of characters: a civil war general and
his soldiers, America's first investment banker, railroad men, naturalists, and fire-fighters-all of whom left
their mark on Yellowstone. As the truth behind the creation of America's first national park is revealed, we
discover the remarkable role the U.S. Army played in protecting Yellowstone and shaping public lands in the
West. And we see the developing efforts of conservation's great figures as they struggled to preserve our
heritage. With vivid descriptions of the famous fires that have raged in Yellowstone, the heroes who have
tried to protect it, and the strategies that evolved as a result, Barker draws us into the very heart of a debate
over our attempts to control nature and people.

This entertaining and timely book challenges the traditional views both of those who arrogantly seek full
control of nature and those who naively believe we can leave it unaltered. And it demonstrates how much of
our broader environmental history was shaped in the lands of Yellowstone.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Kennedy:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Scorched Earth: How the Fires of Yellowstone Changed America book is
readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer associated with Scorched Earth: How the Fires of Yellowstone Changed America content conveys
objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Scorched Earth: How the Fires of Yellowstone
Changed America is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Eleanor Yoo:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them
is this Scorched Earth: How the Fires of Yellowstone Changed America.

Laura Bradberry:

Beside this Scorched Earth: How the Fires of Yellowstone Changed America in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have Scorched Earth: How the Fires of Yellowstone Changed America
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item?
Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Teresa White:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Scorched Earth: How the Fires of Yellowstone
Changed America can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by



knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Scorched
Earth: How the Fires of Yellowstone Changed America.
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