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The 1980s saw the peak of amoral panic over fantasy role-playing games such as Dungeons and Dragons. A
coalition of moral entrepreneurs that included representatives from the Christian Right, the field of
psychology, and law enforcement claimed that these games were not only psychologically dangerous but an
occult religion masquerading as a game. Dangerous Games explores both the history and the sociological
significance of this panic.

Fantasy role-playing games do share several functionsin common with religion. However, religion—as a
socially constructed world of shared meaning—can also be compared to afantasy role-playing game. In fact,
the claims of the moral entrepreneurs, in which they presented themselves as heroes battling a dark
conspiracy, often resembled the very games of imagination they condemned as evil. By attacking the
imagination, they preserved the taken-for-granted status of their own socially constructed reality. Interpreted
in this way, the panic over fantasy-role playing games yields new insights about how humans play and
together construct and maintain meaningful worlds.

Laycock’s clear and accessible writing ensures that Dangerous Games will be required reading for those
with an interest in religion, popular culture, and social behavior, both in the classroom and beyond.
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From reader reviews:
Byron Sierra:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How alot more to be smart
in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Dangerous Games: What the Moral Panic over
Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and Imagined Worlds book because book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt
init everbody knows.

David Cain:

The guide untitled Dangerous Games: What the Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games Says about Play,
Religion, and Imagined Worlds is the guide that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the
e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article author was did alot of research when write the book, to ensure
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of
Dangerous Games. What the Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and
Imagined Worlds from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy freetime.

Debra Davis:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This e-book Dangerous Games. What the Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games
Says about Play, Religion, and Imagined Worlds was filled about science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike at this
point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

DorisBlair:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media socia like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Dangerous Games: What the Moral Panic over Role-Playing Games Says about Play, Religion, and
Imagined Worlds when you necessary it?
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