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Nineteenth-century editorial cartoons often pictured government and industry hand-in-hand. Yet as early as
1889 Texas had enacted an antitrust law to curb the power of monopolies, and in the first years of the
industry that would bring untold riches to the state, the attorney general used that law against oil trusts to a
surprising extent.

Ironically, for most of the first twenty-five years following the enactment of the Sherman Antitrust Act,
federal enforcement efforts were extremely limited, leaving the field to the states. Texas was one of several
states that had strong antitrust laws and whose attorneys general prosecuted antitrust violations with vigor.
Political ambition was a factor in the decisions to investigate and prosecute cases against a highly visible
target, the petroleum industry, but there was also a genuine belief in the goals of antitrust policy and in the
efficacy of enforcement of the laws.

In Broken Trusts, Jonathan Singer offers the definitive study of the formative period of antitrust enforcement
in Texas. His analysis of the state attorney general’s use of antitrust law against the oil industry in this time
of transition from agricultural to industrial society provides insights into the litigation process, the gap
between the rhetoric of trust-busting and the reality of antitrust enforcement, and also the changing roles of
state government in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

The experience of Texas undermines the view that federal action has always dominated antitrust enforcement
efforts and that antitrust litigation against Standard Oil was ineffectual. Rather, the results of the Texas
attorney general’s litigations suggest that some states took their role in the dual enforcement scheme
seriously and that the measure of success of antitrust enforcement goes beyond the amount of monetary
penalties collected and the number of companies permanently ousted from a state.

This volume will be valuable to those interested in the effects of the Sherman Antitrust Act, as well as those
concerned with the evolution of the Texas attorney general’s office.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

This book untitled Broken Trusts: The Texas Attorney General versus the Oil Industry, 1889-1909 (Kenneth
E. Montague Series in Oil and Business History) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Cory Marshall:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Broken Trusts: The Texas Attorney General versus the Oil Industry, 1889-1909 (Kenneth E.
Montague Series in Oil and Business History).

Charlotte Womble:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Broken Trusts: The Texas Attorney General versus the Oil Industry, 1889-1909 (Kenneth E. Montague
Series in Oil and Business History) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get previous to. The Broken Trusts: The Texas Attorney General versus the Oil Industry, 1889-1909
(Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and Business History) giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Teresa Randall:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book Broken Trusts: The Texas Attorney General versus the Oil Industry, 1889-1909 (Kenneth
E. Montague Series in Oil and Business History) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that



acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Broken Trusts: The
Texas Attorney General versus the Oil Industry, 1889-1909 (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and
Business History). You can more appealing than now.
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