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“Pulls aside the curtain of puffery to show . . . the business of liquor to be every bit as fascinating as
the fictions in which the distillers love to swaddle themselves.” —Wayne Curtis, The Wall Street
Journal
 
Walk into a well-stocked liquor store and you’ll see countless whiskey brands, each boasting an inspiring
story of independence and heritage. And yet, more than 95% of the nation’s whiskey comes from a small
handful of giant companies with links to organized crime, political controversy, and a colorful history that is
far different than what appears on modern labels. In Bourbon Empire, Reid Mitenbuler shows how bourbon,
America’s most iconic style of whiskey, and the industry surrounding it, really came to be—a saga of shrewd
capitalism as well as dedicated craftsmanship.
 
Mitenbuler traces the big names—Jim Beam, Maker’s Mark, Evan Williams, and more—back to their
origins, exploring bourbon’s founding myths and great successes against the backdrop of America’s
economic history. Illusion is separated from reality in a tale reaching back to the Whiskey Rebellion of 1794,
when the ideologies of Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton battled to define the soul of American
business. That debate continues today, punctuated along the way by Prohibition-era bootleggers, the liquor-
fueled origins of NASCAR, intense consolidation driven by savvy lobbying, and a Madison Avenue plot to
release five thousand parrots—trained to screech the name of a popular brand—into the nation’s bars.
 
Today, the whiskey business takes a new turn as a nascent craft distilling movement offers the potential to
revolutionize the industry once again. But, as Mitenbuler shows, many take advantage of this excitement
while employing questionable business practices, either by masquerading whiskey made elsewhere as their
own or by shortcutting the proven production standards that made many historic brands great to begin with.
 
A tale of innovation, success, downfall, and resurrection, Bourbon Empire is an exploration of the spirit in all
its unique forms, creating an indelible portrait of both American whiskey and the people who make it.
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From reader reviews:

Shalon Fisk:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Bourbon Empire: The Past and Future of
America's Whiskey reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Bourbon Empire: The
Past and Future of America's Whiskey as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content.
This is one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense
to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Edwina Hinkle:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide
that need more time to be learn. Bourbon Empire: The Past and Future of America's Whiskey can be your
answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Kimberly Hutton:

Beside this particular Bourbon Empire: The Past and Future of America's Whiskey in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you might got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Bourbon Empire: The Past and Future of America's Whiskey because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's
all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it
from at this point!

Elizabeth Villalobos:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Bourbon Empire: The Past and Future of America's
Whiskey can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have
than the others?
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