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James Baldwin, one of the major African American writers of the twentieth century, has been the subject of a
substantial body of literary criticism. As a prolific and experimental author with a marginal perspective—a
black man during segregation and the Civil Rights era, a homosexual at a time when tolerance toward gays
was not common—Baldwin has fascinated readers for over half a century. Yet Baldwin’s critics have tended
to separate his weighty, complex body of work and to examine it piecemeal. A Criminal Power: James
Baldwin and the Law is the first thematic study to analyze the complete scope of his work. It accomplishes
this through an expansive definition and thorough analysis of the social force that oppressed Baldwin
throughout his life: namely, the law. Baldwin, who died in 1987, attempted suicide in 1949 at the age of 25
after spending eight-days in a French prison following an absurd arrest for “receiving stolen goods”—a sheet
that his acquaintance had taken from a hotel. This seemingly trite incident made Baldwin painfully aware of
what he would later call the law’s “criminal power.”
            Up to now, the only book-length studies to address Baldwin’s entire career have been biographies
and artistic “portraits.” D. Quentin Miller corrects this oversight in a comprehensive volume that addresses
and unifies all of Baldwin’s work. Miller asserts that the Baldwin corpus is a testament to how the abuse of
power within the American legal, judicial, and penal systems manifested itself in the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Barba:

The book A Criminal Power: James Baldwin and the Law make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book A Criminal Power: James
Baldwin and the Law to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a guide A
Criminal Power: James Baldwin and the Law. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ellen Wirth:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this A Criminal Power: James Baldwin and the Law, you could tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Marlon Hood:

The publication with title A Criminal Power: James Baldwin and the Law contains a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Nancy Landry:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
go through. A Criminal Power: James Baldwin and the Law can be your answer as it can be read by you
actually who have those short extra time problems.
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