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We were afraid of its impenetrable darkness. Afraid of its industrial smell. We were afraid of the things that
lived beneath its surface and the things that had died there. We were afraid of spotting a hand or a head
bobbing in the rafts of garbage that floated by. We were afraid of submerged intake valves that sucked water
into the factories along the banks. We were afraid of the river’s filth. It wasn’t the kind of filth that came
from playing with your friends. It was grownup filth. The kind that scared the blue out of water and coated
the riverbank with oily black goo. It was the kind of filth you could taste, the kind that could make you sick,
maybe even kill you. We were afraid of getting splashed with river water or of touching river rocks. We were
afraid of falling in or—God forbid—going under. We were afraid of the river’s anger at being so befouled,
and afraid, most of all, of the revenge we felt certain the river would exact.

New Jersey’s Passaic River rises in a pristine wetland and ends in a federal Superfund site. In An American
River, author and New Jersey native Mary Bruno kayaks its length in an effort to discover what happened to
her hometown river. The Passaic’s wildly convoluted course invites detours into the river’s flood-prone
natural history, New Jersey’s unique geology, the corrupt practices of the Newark chemical plant that
produced Agent Orange and poisoned the river with dioxin, and into the lives of an unforgettable cast of
characters who have lived and worked along the Passaic and who are trying, even now, to save it. Part
natural history, part personal history, part rollicking adventure, the book is a narrative meditation on the
wonder of nature, the enduring ties of family, and the power of water and loss. “My great grandmother liked
to say, ‘Don’t shit in the nest,’” writes Bruno. “The Passaic River is an object lesson in what can happen
when we ignore that simple, salty advice.”

"An American River is an intricate and satisfying braid of memoir, history, science, nature writing, and acute
social observation. This is an invigorating and hopeful book, and its sense of wonder is infectious. It's not, I
think, too great a stretch to say that it holds its own on the shelf alongside Walden, Silent Spring and A Sand
County Almanac."

Jonathan Raban Author of Driving Home: An American Journey
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From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they get because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading through a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will want this An American River: From Paradise to Superfund, Afloat on New Jersey's
Passaic.

Curtis Miller:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who
want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of An American River: From Paradise to Superfund,
Afloat on New Jersey's Passaic book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Shirley Morales:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this An American
River: From Paradise to Superfund, Afloat on New Jersey's Passaic.

Robert Hatch:

Beside this kind of An American River: From Paradise to Superfund, Afloat on New Jersey's Passaic in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have An American River: From Paradise to Superfund,
Afloat on New Jersey's Passaic because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have
book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques



you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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