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For most of the last twenty years, sociologists have studied the “decline” of religion in the modern world—a
decline they saw as a defining feature of modernity, which promotes materialism over spirituality. The
revival and political strength of varying religious traditions around the world, however, has forced
sociologists to reconsider.

This paradox has led Hervieu-Léger to undertake a sociological redefinition and reexamination of religion.
For religion to endure in the modern world, she finds, it must have  deep roots in traditions and times in
which it was not defined as irrelevant. This reasoning leads her to develop the concept of a “chain of
memory”—a process by which individual believers become members of a community that links past,
present, and future members. Thus, like cultural tradition, religion may be understood as a shared
understanding with a collective memory that enables it to draw upon the deep well of its past for
nourishment in the increasingly secular present.

Hervieu-Legér also argues that the modern secular societies of the West have not, as is commonly assumed,
outgrown or found secular substitutes for religious traditions; nor are they more “rational” than past
societies. Rather, modern societies have become “amnesiacs,” no longer able to maintain the chain of
memory that binds them to their religious pasts. Ironically, however, even as the modern world is destroying
and losing touch with its traditional religious bases, it is also creating the need for a spiritual life and is thus
opening up a space that only religion can fill.
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From reader reviews:

Celia Redmond:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Religion as a Chain of Memory had been
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The book Religion as a Chain of Memory is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Religion as a Chain of Memory. You never
sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Julia Faulkner:

The actual book Religion as a Chain of Memory has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Tammie Jackson:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Religion as a Chain of Memory is simple to
deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Helen McClain:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Religion as a Chain of Memory we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to
be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Religion as a Chain
of Memory. You can more desirable than now.
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