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They lie underfoot, embellished and gleaming. They seal off and provide entry to an underground world of
conduits, water mains, power lines, and sewers. They appear by the thousands in our cities, but very few
people ever look at them or think about them as art. At once completely ordinary and totally unexpected,
manhole covers present an infinite variety of design in the commonplace as well as a record of defunct utility
companies, forgotten business firms, and obsolete foundries. Manhole Covers documents this singular form
of urban industrial art and its place in American culture.

Mimi and Robert Melnick first revealed their obsession with street hardware twenty years ago in a
remarkable little book called Manhole Covers of Los Angeles (1974). Printed in a small format and a limited
edition, it quickly went out of print and is now a scarce collector's item. But that was just an introduction to
their larger project, which has come to fruition in this book of 200 photographs and an extended narrative
documenting manhole covers throughout the United States and discussing the history of their use,
manufacture, and function.

A subject that at first seems straightforward and commonplace becomes redolent and poetic in the Melnicks'
hands, for their hieroglyphic reading of manhole covers reveals a chapter of urban history that can only be
recovered from the logos and markings of these early disks. There are square lids, convex lids, perforated
lids. And the older ones wear an astonishingly diverse range of anything-but-blank faces expressed in raised
crosses, waffle grids, cut-out diamonds, radial stars, floral patterns, and honeycomb treads. The diversity of
design corresponds to an equally diverse typology of form and function, as indicated by their evocative
labels: handholes, vents, coalholes, grates, lampholes, storm drains, steam covers, meter lids, traffic buttons.

 Download Manhole Covers (MIT Press) ...pdf

 Read Online Manhole Covers (MIT Press) ...pdf

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0262133024
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0262133024
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0262133024
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0262133024
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0262133024
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0262133024
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0262133024
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0262133024


Download and Read Free Online Manhole Covers (MIT Press) Mimi Melnick, Robert A. Melnick

From reader reviews:

Tanya Nolan:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Manhole
Covers (MIT Press)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Christopher Jaeger:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Manhole Covers
(MIT Press) to read.

Marilyn Perez:

This Manhole Covers (MIT Press) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This Manhole Covers (MIT Press) without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Manhole Covers (MIT Press) can bring whenever you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even telephone. This Manhole Covers (MIT Press) having excellent arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Mary Cox:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Manhole Covers (MIT Press) can give you a lot of
friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great people.
So , why hesitate? Let me have Manhole Covers (MIT Press).
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