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At the turn of the nineteenth century, geology—and its claims that the earth had a long and colorful
prehuman history—was widely dismissedasdangerous nonsense. But just fifty years later, it was the most
celebrated of Victorian sciences. Ralph O’Connor tracks the astonishing growth of geology’s prestige in
Britain, exploring how a new geohistory far more alluring than the standard six days of Creation was
assembled and sold to the wider Bible-reading public.

Shrewd science-writers, O’Connor shows, marketed spectacular visions of past worlds, piquing the public
imagination with glimpses of man-eating mammoths, talking dinosaurs, and sea-dragons spawned by Satan
himself. These authors—including men of science, women, clergymen, biblical literalists, hack writers,
blackmailers, and prophets—borrowed freely from the Bible, modern poetry, and the urban entertainment
industry, creating new forms of literature in order to transport their readers into a vanished and alien past.

In exploring the use of poetry and spectacle in the promotion of popular science, O’Connor proves that
geology’s success owed much to the literary techniques of its authors. An innovative blend of the history of
science, literary criticism, book history, and visual culture, The Earth on Show rethinks the relationship
between science and literature in the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Jennings:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Earth on Show: Fossils and the
Poetics of Popular Science, 1802-1856 book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Robert Clark:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Earth on Show: Fossils and the
Poetics of Popular Science, 1802-1856 book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism The Earth on
Show: Fossils and the Poetics of Popular Science, 1802-1856 as good book not just by the cover but also by
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Connie Curtis:

Beside this specific The Earth on Show: Fossils and the Poetics of Popular Science, 1802-1856 in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live
in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Earth on Show: Fossils and the Poetics of Popular
Science, 1802-1856 because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Pamela Stanley:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the The Earth on Show: Fossils and the Poetics of Popular Science, 1802-1856 when you



essential it?
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