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New Guinea, the world's largest tropical island, is a land of great contrasts, ranging from small glaciers on its
highest peaks to broad mangrove swamps in its lowlands and hundreds of smaller islands and coral atolls
along its coasts. Divided between two nations, the island and its neighboring archipelagos form Indonesia's
Papua Province (or Irian Jaya) and the independent nation of Papua New Guinea, both former European
colonies. Most books on New Guinea have been guided by these and other divisions, separating east from
west, prehistoric from historic, precontact from postcontact, colonial from postcolonial. This is the first work
to consider New Guinea and its 40,000-year history in its entirety.

The volume opens with a look at the Melanesian region--the basic physical geography and prehistoric
periods of settlement, agricultural development, and expansion and the nature of trade networks and
population movements--arguing that interlocking exchange systems and associated human interchanges are
the "invisible government" through which New Guinea societies operate. Succeeding chapters review the
history of encounters between outsiders and New Guinea's populations. They consider the history of Malay
involvement with New Guinea over the past two thousand years, demonstrating the extent to which west
New Guinea in particular was incorporated into Malay trading and raiding networks prior to Western
contact. The European incursion--beginning with the Portuguese and Spanish in the early sixteenth century,
the Dutch a century later, and the British from the late 1700s--is examined in light of early trading
engagements and the development of more formal trade networks, the history of the Melanesian labor trade,
and the role of violence in European and New Guinean relations. The impact of colonial rule, economic and
social change, World War II, decolonization, and independence are discussed in the final chapter.

Ambitious and wide-ranging, New Guinea: Crossing Boundaries and History effectively challenges
conventional thinking about the region and will be read with great interest by students and scholars of Pacific
and Indonesian history, anthropology, and prehistory.
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From reader reviews:

James Williams:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will want this New Guinea: Crossing Boundaries and History.

Cecil Andrade:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This New Guinea: Crossing Boundaries and
History is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Elvia Ecklund:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled New Guinea: Crossing Boundaries and History can
be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jamie Durbin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of books
that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims New Guinea: Crossing Boundaries and
History.
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