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Howard W. Odum (1884-1954), the pioneering social scientist and founder of the University of North
Carolina's department of sociology, played a leading and well-documented role in the modernization of the
South. This is the first book-length study of Odum's contributions to southern folklore, which had important
but largely unappreciated consequences for his legacy of social justice.

Lynn Moss Sanders shows how Odum, as a collector of African American blues and work songs, anticipated
some important precepts of modern folklore. Notably, Odum perceived the benefits of a collaborative and
nonhierarchical approach to folk studies. Influenced by a racially tolerant former student and by one of his
black folk informants, Odum changed his previous paternal, segregationist attitudes about race.

Comparing Odum's two song collections, The Negro and His Songs (1925) and Negro Workaday Songs
(1926), Sanders links the growing influence of Odum's coauthor and former student, Guy Johnson, to a
decrease in instances of racial condescension between the first and second book. The three "folk" novels in
Odum's Black Ulysses trilogy (completed in 1931) also reveal a progressive refinement of Odum's racial
views. The change, Sanders believes, came with Odum's growing ability to see John Wesley "Left-Wing"
Gordon, the black, working-class model for the trilogy's hero, as a friend rather than simply as a
representative of "the Negro."

From his authorship of Social and Mental Traits of the Negro (1910), now a relic of scientific racism, to his
final publication, Agenda for Integration, Odum exemplifies how the study of folklore changed the
folklorist--a change felt by a whole generation of southern liberals whose work Odum encouraged and
shaped.
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From reader reviews:

Errol Sawyer:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book Howard W. Odum's Folklore Odyssey: Transformation
to Tolerance through African American Folk Studies seemed to be making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Howard
W. Odum's Folklore Odyssey: Transformation to Tolerance through African American Folk Studies is not
only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Howard W.
Odum's Folklore Odyssey: Transformation to Tolerance through African American Folk Studies. You never
experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Lola Taylor:

Typically the book Howard W. Odum's Folklore Odyssey: Transformation to Tolerance through African
American Folk Studies has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Patrick Richards:

Howard W. Odum's Folklore Odyssey: Transformation to Tolerance through African American Folk Studies
can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into
delight arrangement in writing Howard W. Odum's Folklore Odyssey: Transformation to Tolerance through
African American Folk Studies although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

David Conover:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Howard W. Odum's Folklore
Odyssey: Transformation to Tolerance through African American Folk Studies which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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