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If Abraham Lincoln was known as the Great Emancipator, he was also the only president to suspend the writ
of habeas corpus. Indeed, Lincoln's record on the Constitution and individual rights has fueled a century of
debate, from charges that Democrats were singled out for harrassment to Gore Vidal's depiction of Lincoln
as an "absolute dictator." Now, in The Fate of Liberty, one of America's leading authorities on Lincoln wades
straight into this controversy, showing just who was jailed and why, even as he explores the whole range of
Lincoln's constitutional policies.
Mark Neely depicts Lincoln's suspension of habeas corpus as a well-intentioned attempt to deal with a
floodtide of unforeseen events: the threat to Washington as Maryland flirted with secession, distintegrating
public order in the border states, corruption among military contractors, the occupation of hostile
Confederate territory, contraband trade with the South, and the outcry against the first draft in U.S. history.
Drawing upon letters from prisoners, records of military courts and federal prisons, memoirs, and federal
archives, he paints a vivid picture of how Lincoln responded to these problems, how his policies were
actually executed, and the virulent political debates that followed. Lincoln emerges from this account with
this legendary statesmanship intact--mindful of political realities and prone to temper the sentences of
military courts, concerned not with persecuting his opponents but with prosecuting the war efficiently. In
addition, Neely explores the abuses of power under the regime of martial law: the routine torture of
suspected deserters, widespread antisemitism among Union generals and officials, the common practice of
seizing civilian hostages. He finds that though the system of military justice was flawed, it suffered less from
merciless zeal, or political partisanship, than from inefficiency and the friction and complexities of modern
war.
Drawing on a deep understanding of this unique period, Neely takes a comprehensive look at the issues of
civil liberties during Lincoln's administration, placing them firmly in the political context of the time.
Written with keen insight and an intimate grasp of the original sources, The Fate of Liberty offers a vivid
picture of the crises and chaos of a nation at war with itself, changing our understanding of this president and
his most controversial policies.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Reid:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Fate of Liberty: Abraham Lincoln and Civil Liberties.

Alan Trevino:

This The Fate of Liberty: Abraham Lincoln and Civil Liberties usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Fate of Liberty: Abraham Lincoln and
Civil Liberties can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this The Fate of Liberty: Abraham Lincoln and Civil Liberties giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Eric Saunders:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to your
account is The Fate of Liberty: Abraham Lincoln and Civil Liberties this guide consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown
up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Nancy Herman:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book The
Fate of Liberty: Abraham Lincoln and Civil Liberties. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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