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Drawing on archival material from Shaker members, observers, and apostates, noted historian Suzanne R.
Thurman offers a scholarly yet eminently readable study of life in two of the oldest, most prominent
American Shaker villages: the Harvard and Shirley communities of massachusetts. Even as she delves into
the complex fabric of Shaker social life, Thurman challenges traditional perceptions of gender roles within
the community. Shaker spiritual and social ethics, she points out, strongly favored women. Celibacy and an
androgynous theology, for instance, allowed androgynous social roles to evolve. Another key factor was the
lively arena of nineteenth-century reformers and intellectuals in nearby Boston. With admirable detail,
Thurman documents the relationship that grew between these forward thinkers and the Believers. Their
influence, she argues, enlightened Shaker consciousness and empowered their women of Harvard and
Shirley with opportunities denied them in the world at large. The author also explores links, particularly
economic, between Shakers and the greater American society. Treating Harvard and Shirley Believers as an
idiosyncratic part of the nation rather than a fringe group, Thurman sheds new light on their constant struggle
to be in the world but not of it.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Jones:

Here thing why this specific O Sisters Ain't You Happy?: Gender, Family, and Community Among the
Harvard and Shirley Shakers, 1781-1918 (Women and Gender in Religion) are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. O Sisters Ain't You Happy?: Gender, Family, and Community Among the Harvard
and Shirley Shakers, 1781-1918 (Women and Gender in Religion) giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with O Sisters Ain't You Happy?:
Gender, Family, and Community Among the Harvard and Shirley Shakers, 1781-1918 (Women and Gender
in Religion). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the branded book maybe the form of O Sisters Ain't You Happy?: Gender, Family, and Community Among
the Harvard and Shirley Shakers, 1781-1918 (Women and Gender in Religion) in e-book can be your
alternate.

Wendy Hartnett:

The feeling that you get from O Sisters Ain't You Happy?: Gender, Family, and Community Among the
Harvard and Shirley Shakers, 1781-1918 (Women and Gender in Religion) will be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but O Sisters Ain't You Happy?: Gender, Family, and Community
Among the Harvard and Shirley Shakers, 1781-1918 (Women and Gender in Religion) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone
who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of O Sisters Ain't You Happy?: Gender,
Family, and Community Among the Harvard and Shirley Shakers, 1781-1918 (Women and Gender in
Religion) instantly.

Dona Cole:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of
them is this O Sisters Ain't You Happy?: Gender, Family, and Community Among the Harvard and Shirley
Shakers, 1781-1918 (Women and Gender in Religion).



John Gravatt:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book O Sisters Ain't You Happy?: Gender,
Family, and Community Among the Harvard and Shirley Shakers, 1781-1918 (Women and Gender in
Religion) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion
about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and study it.
Beside that the reserve O Sisters Ain't You Happy?: Gender, Family, and Community Among the Harvard
and Shirley Shakers, 1781-1918 (Women and Gender in Religion) can to be your friend when you're
experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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