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Most histories of Australia’s Great War rush their readers into the trenches, but this history is very different.
For the first time, it examines events closely, even hour-by-hour, in both Britain and Australia during the last
days of peace in July and August 1914. London’s choice for war was a very close-run thing. At the height of
the diplomatic crisis leading to war, it looked very much like Britain would choose neutrality. Only very late
in the evening of Tuesday 4 August did a small clique in the British cabinet finally engineer a declaration of
war against Germany. Meanwhile, Australia’s political leaders, deep in the throes of a federal election
campaign, competed with each other in a love-of-empire auction. They leapt ahead of events in London. At
the height of the diplomatic crisis, they offered to transfer the brand-new Royal Australian Navy to the
British Admiralty. Most importantly, on Monday 3 August, an inner group of the Australian cabinet, egged
on by the governor-general, offered an expeditionary force of 20,000 men, to serve anywhere, for any
objective, under British command, and with the whole cost to be borne by Australia—some 40 hours before
the British cabinet made up its mind. Australia’s leaders thereby lost the chance to set limits, to weigh
objectives, or to insist upon consultation. They needlessly exposed Australian soldiers and their families to
the full horror of the mechanized slaughter that was to come. They were hell-bent—and they got there.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

The book Hell-Bent: Australia's Leap into the Great War gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Hell-Bent:
Australia's Leap into the Great War to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
wide open and read a guide Hell-Bent: Australia's Leap into the Great War. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Concepcion Maldonado:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Hell-Bent: Australia's Leap into the Great War as the
daily resource information.

Kyle Gill:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Hell-Bent: Australia's Leap into the Great War will give you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Mohammed Strohl:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Hell-Bent: Australia's Leap into
the Great War.
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