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From eye-witness accounts of elephants apparently mourning the death of family members to an experiment
that showed that hungry rhesus monkeys would not take food if doing so gave another monkey an electric
shock, there is much evidence of animals displaying what seem to be moral feelings. But despite such
suggestive evidence, philosophers steadfastly deny that animals can act morally, and for reasons that
virtually everyone has found convincing.

In Can Animals be Moral?, philosopher Mark Rowlands examines the reasoning of philosophers and
scientists on this question--ranging from Aristotle and Kant to Hume and Darwin--and reveals that their
arguments fall far short of compelling. The basic argument against moral behavior in animals is that humans
have capabilities that animals lack. We can reflect on our motivations, formulate abstract principles that
allow that allow us to judge right from wrong. For an actor to be moral, he or she must be able scrutinize
their motivations and actions. No animal can do these things--no animal is moral. Rowland naturally agrees
that humans possess a moral consciousness that no animal can rival, but he argues that it is not necessary for
an individual to have the ability to reflect on his or her motives to be moral. Animals can't do all that we can
do, but they can act on the basis of some moral reasons--basic moral reasons involving concern for others.
And when they do this, they are doing just what we do when we act on the basis of these reasons: They are
acting morally.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Brown:

The book Can Animals Be Moral? give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Can Animals Be Moral? for being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a guide Can Animals Be
Moral?. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this book?

Andrew Garcia:

This Can Animals Be Moral? book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Can Animals Be
Moral? without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
always be worry Can Animals Be Moral? can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Can Animals Be
Moral? having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Lawrence Pomerleau:

This book untitled Can Animals Be Moral? to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there
is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Tammy Carver:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Can
Animals Be Moral? provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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