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"America fever" gripped Sweden in the middle of the nineteenth century, seethed to a peak in 1910, when
one-fifth of the world’s Swedes lived in America, cooled during World War I, and chilled to dead ash with
the advent of the Great Depression in 1930.

Swedish Exodus, the first English translation and revision of Lars Ljungmark’s Den Stora Utvandringen,
recounts more than a century of Swedish emigration, concentrating on such questions as who came to
America, how the character of the emigrants changed with each new wave of emigration, what these people
did when they reached their adopted country, and how they gradually became Americanized.

Ljungmark’s essential challenge was to capture in a factual account the broad sweep of emigration history.
But often he narrows his focus to look closely at those who took part in this mass migration. Through
historical records and personal letters, Ljungmark brings many of these people back to life. One young
woman, for example, loved her parents, but loved America more: "I never expect to speak to you in this life.
. . . Your loving daughter unto death." Like most immigrants, she never expected to return. Another
immigrant wrote back seeking a wife: "I wonder how you have it and if you are living. . . . Are you married
or unmarried? If you are unmarried, you can have a good home with me."

Ljungmark also focuses closely on some of the leaders: Peter Cassel, a liberal temperance supporter and
free-church leader whose community in America prospered; Hans Mattson, a colonel in the Civil War and
founder of a colony in Minnesota; Erik Jansson, a book burner, self-proclaimed messiah, and founder of the
Bishop Hill Colony; Gustaf Unonius, a student idealist and founder of a Wisconsin colony that faltered.

The story of Swedish immigrants in the United States is the story in miniature of the greatest mass migration
in human history, that of thirty-five million Europeans who left their homes to come to America. It is a
human story of interest not only to Swedes but to everyone.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Hendrickson:

The book Swedish Exodus can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why
must we leave the good thing like a book Swedish Exodus? A number of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book Swedish Exodus has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Mazzariello:

Precisely why? Because this Swedish Exodus is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for
you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Charles Aranda:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Swedish Exodus why because the great cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Hoyt Moore:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Swedish Exodus when you desired it?
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