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Death metal is one of popular music's most extreme variants, and is typically viewed as amost
monolithically nihilistic, misogynistic, and reactionary. Michelle Phillipov's Death Metal and Music
Criticism: Analysis at the Limits offers an account of listening pleasure on its own terms. Through an
analysis of death metal's sonic and lyrical extremity, Phillipov shows how violence and aggression can be
configured as sites for pleasure and play in death metal music, with little relation to the "real" lives of
listeners. In some cases, gruesome lyrical themes and fractured song forms invite listeners to imagine new
experiences of the body and of the self. In others, the speed and complexity of the music foster a"technical”
or distanced appreciation akin to the viewing experiences of graphic horror film fans. These aspects of death
metal listening are often neglected by scholarly accounts concerned with evaluating music as either
'progressive' or "reactionary."

By contextualizing the discussion of death metal via substantial overviews of popular music studies as a
field, Phillipov's Death Metal and Music Criticism highlights how the premium placed on political
engagement in popular music studies not only circumscribes our understanding of the complexity and
specificity of death metal, but of other musical styles aswell. Exploring death metal at the limits of
conventional music criticism helps not only to develop a more nuanced account of death metal listening—it
also offers some important starting points for rethinking popular music scholarship as awhole.
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From reader reviews:
Allen Brown:

Here thing why this kind of Death Metal and Music Criticism: Analysis at the Limits are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of al reading through abook is good but it depends in the content from it
which isthe content is as tasty as food or not. Death Metal and Music Criticism: Analysis at the Limits
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve
that similar with Death Metal and Music Criticism: Analysis at the Limits. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Death Metal and Music Criticism: Analysis at the Limitsin e-book can be your substitute.

Ida Johnson:

This book untitled Death Metal and Music Criticism: Analysis at the Limits to be one of several books which
best seller in thisyear, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit into it.
Y ou will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Joseph Vargas:

The guide with title Death Metal and Music Criticism: Analysis at the Limits contains alot of information
that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the
globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Nancy Brown:

The reason? Because this Death Metal and Music Criticism: Analysis at the Limitsis an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So,
it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will
giveyou alot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
approach. So, still want to delay having that book? If | have been you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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